Farmers’ Market Series

Commencing in April and continuing through May and June, this exciting new series will take diners from the market to
the table.

Farmers' markets are gaining in popularity not just in New Zealand but world-wide as consumers search
beyond the supermarket shelf for hand-made, organic, locally-produced - or just different produce.

Executive Chef Tony Smith says that the most traditional form of a farmers' market in New Zealand is the fruit and vegetable
stall at the gate of the grower in the countryside. In the last five years however, it has become more common for a group
of producers to get together on a Saturday or Sunday and tout their wares — from hand-made goats' cheese to farm-raised
lamb.

The Farmers' Market New Zealand Association defines the term as meaning a market with stalls from which a primary
producer sells fresh produce which they have grown or farmed themselves. In addition, they may sell value added products
made from their own or other local produce. Sugar, pectin or other ingredients used to preserve or conserve local primary
produce are permitted.

"A farmers" market enhances the consumer's knowledge of both the food itself and the producer, and creates a stronger
awareness of the links between the land and the plate, which a lot of people are keen to discover nowadays," says Tony.

"We've been holding Winemaker's Dinners for a few years now and they've been very well-received, but we thought we'd try
this new concept with a little more focus on different, New Zealand-produced foods," said Tony.

The launch dinner concept involves a guest chef developing a three course menu from products he knows and loves sourced
from farmers' markets anywhere in New Zealand and presenting it to guests at Canterbury Tales Restaurant,

For the rest of that month, dishes from farmers' market launch dinner will feature alongside
dishes on the usual menu in Canterbury Tales Restaurant and Victoria Street Cafe.
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